BIBULOUS INTERLUDE
a result of commercial arrangements to survive it,
there is to-day an undistinguished monotony in many
brands. Yet if distillers were fairly treated, and
encouraged to take a pleasure and a pride in their
art, they could produce whisky as variable in flavour
and character as claret.
Even to-day, under the staggering handicap of the
existing duty, there is more variety in it than is ever
suspected by the unhappy multitude that asks, without
specification, for * whisky and soda ':  as if, at a rail-
way station, they said ' Give me a ticket/ or, in a
bookshop, tendering their seven-and-sixpence, mur-
mured, * I want a novel/   Some of the most popular
whiskies retain a vestigial character of their own, and
among the products of the smaller distilleries, that
are seldom met with outside Scodand, there is often
a welcome individuality.   But different from these
as wedding-cake from a crust is the whisky one some-
times, on blessed occasions, receives from a private
source:   whisky of supernacular virtue, of rare and
heart-taking discovery, and whisky that, under more
intelligent or sympathetic legislation, could be bought
without extravagance.
One such occasion I remember, when after a long
journey I came in the early morning to the house of
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